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Jumaiyah Mahathir

Co-founder, Halal Food Hunt
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Jumaiyah Mahathir, co-founder and CEO of Halalfoodhunt talks us
through her journey and her advice for startups struggling with Ready To Pop
funding Tha Ninactinn?

BY SANDHYA MAHADEVAN / MARCH 8, 2021

T he inspiration te start Halalfoodhunt came from my first job as a
halal auditor at Warees Halal Limited, which is part of Majlis
Ugama Islam Singapura (MUIS). My job was to research various
ingredients and examine the validity and authenticity of halal
certifications. The experience really opened my eyes to the world of halal.

It also made me realise that all the information I was privy to was very
industry-specific and not available for consumers.

That was the premise we started Halalfoodhunt with in 2014. The objective
was to create a safe space where consumers could gain information on the
halal versions of foods they love. This allows them to discern for
themselves if a certain food is suitable for them, and not depend on the
certification as their sole guide.
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MAKEUP Angel Gwee
Blazer & pants, Violeta by Mango. Top, Koton. Headscarf, Hijabii. Necklace,
Mango. Bracelet, stylist’s own

Over the years, we have been able to promote many small Muslim
businesses that do not have the means to get a formal halal certification.
We make them sign a declaration with us, and also keep complete
documentation of their businesses in our system.

This includes home bakers. In fact, they were the first ones who trusted us
when we had nothing to show. [ remember knocking on their doors and
explaining our concept about creating a community for buying and selling
for Hari Raya. Seven such hakers agreed to work with us for Hari Raya
2015. Things just snowballed after that. Word spread, and today, we have
49,000 followers. Suffice to say, Halalfoodhunt was built on the backs of
home bakers.

Last year, with Covid-19 restrictions, we had many people visiting our
portal for their Hari Raya food needs - this in turn helped vendors, who
were otherwise struggling, get exposure. We also organised a Sponsor A
Family campaign and raised $100,000, supporting about 247 families that
were challenged by the pandemic.
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Don’t let the roadblocks ahead discourage you.
Get past them, prove yourself, and be an
inspiration to the next generation of women
entrepreneurs.

bb)

We've come a long way since 2014. As a woman in a start-up space, it has
been challenging to be taken seriously when it comes to funding. We had
to bootstrap, and design and build our app all by ourselves. To other
women out there who are facing similar challenges, don't let the
roadblocks ahead discourage you. Get past them, prove yourself, and be
an inspiration for the next generation of women entrepreneurs.

Being in business has also taught me to manage my own expectations
about being a mother. [ believe that as women and mothers, we need to
cut ourselves some slack. Do and be your best - that’s more important.

— In partnership with Estée Lauder —

#HcrWorldHerStory

Share your story on Instagram and
win an Estée Lauder gift set worth $280!

Tell us how you power on, from your self-care tips to your motivations.
We'll pick 10 readers with the most inspiring and empowering 1G posts to
win a soml bottle of Estée Lauder Advanced Night Repair serum and
Advanced Night Repair Eye Supercharged Complex, worth $280. Make
sure that your IG profile is public, follow @HerWorldSingapore and
@EstecLauder_SG, and include the following hashtags in your post:
#HerWorldHerStory *HowWePowerOn #EstecLauderSG. Contest ends
March 28, 2021. Posts may also be featured on Estée Lauder’s Instagram.
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In che modo AirPhysio ti aiutaa Plastic Surgery in Singapore - Prices Above 40 Years 0ld? Test Your
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Cashline - 0.06% interest per day. T&Cs
apply.

Balance Transfer - At 0% interest. T&Cs
apply.

Personal Loan - Get low interest rates.
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Sign up for one of our free newsletters to receive the latest news, commentary and fashion features straight from Her World.
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